
SCIENCE AND INVENTION.
Work of the World's Busy Brains in Discovering, Inventing and

Creating.
GETTING OUT A PATENT.

Editor National Tribune: Please state
fn The National Tribune the surest way
of getting out a patent on an invention,
and disposing of one, which is a nec¬

essary article in all schools, business
house.*, etc..F. E. Davis, Washington,
Ind.
The best and quickest way to get

out a patent is to employ some reputa¬
ble attorney, who knows the methods
of procedure, and will be ready to com¬

ply with them. As to selling the arti¬
cle, the best way probably is to come

into communication with a house deal¬

ing in school supplies and stationery
and offer it the article..Editor Nation*
ai Tribune.

The disposal of the worn-out or ob¬
solete plates upon which the United
States notes, bonds and stamps are

printed is obviously a matter of the
highest importance. So long as those
plates are in use they are kept securely
locked in a vault and watched with
much more care than a man does his
cash. When the plates are delivered to
the printers they are receipted for. and
the printers obtain a receipt when they
return the plates. Every impression
from them must be accounted for and
every sheet of paper issued to the print¬
ers. Every year, naturally, a great
many of these plates pass out of use,
and the practice is to melt them up in
the blastfurnaces of the gunshops at
the Navy Yard and use the fine steel of
which they are composed in making
guns. The melting is attended with a

great deal of formality. Trusted clerks
of the Treasury Department, one com¬

ing from the office of the Secretary, one

from the Commissioner of Internal
Revenue and one from the office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, receive
the plates from the Superintendent of
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
and give him a receipt, which clears
his books. The plates are then care¬

fully guarded to the Navy Yard and
checked off as they are thrown in the
furnace. This year there were 46,000
pounds, or 23 tons, and they were melt¬
ed down at the rate of two tons a day.
This is a somewhat smaller amount
than last year, when there were 48.000
pounds, or 24 tons, destroyed, and the
operation takes nearly two weeks. The
counterfeit money and counterfeiting
apparatus seized by the Secret Service
men also go into the melting furnace,
and are worked over into carriage
mountings and other parts of the big
guns.

One of the remarkable features of
telegraphy is the supremacy which the
Morse alphabet has maintained all over
the world in spite of the numberless
inventions intended to supersede or

greatly modify it. Notwithstanding the
advantages claimed by other inventors,
the Morse remains superior in sim¬
plicity, in freedom from trouble, in
adaptability to many uses, and in the
ease and certainty with which its alpha¬
bet is learned and used.

The British have begun a system to
prevent interruption of telegraphic
communication by means of storms and
have already installed an underground
telegraph cable between London and
Glasgow, 400 miles apart. The work
has cost $2,800,000, or $7,000 a mile,
and it will be followed by other sub¬
terranean cables to the principal cities
I:i the three Kingdoms.

The report to the Massachusetts Leg¬
islature is rather hopeless as to check¬
ing the ravages of the gypsy moth,
which Is now extended over 2,224
square miles of that State. The auto¬
mobile is accused of being a factor in
the spread of the pest, as the moths are
most prevalent around the roadhouses
where the vehicles make stops.

The British Admiralty is about to
Ust wireless telegraphy on an unpre¬
cedented scale In communication be¬
tween the battleships and fleets in the
forthcoming maneuvers. In these
maneuvers one fleet will start from the
coast of Spain and the other from the
West African coast and seek to keep
In constant touch with one another.

Dr. Ephraim Cutter is an advocate of
* new process of cooking by intense
cold, which he says will produce as sat-
isfactory results as heat. The frozen
potato is a familiar illustration, and un¬
der the microscope it shows the starch
grains shrunken, cracked and fissured,
with the starch changed into the same
relations as by heat. Similar results
have been obtained with cranberries,,
onions and squashes.

-. . .

.
They have discovered that even the

minute mosquito Is as badly infested
with destructive parasites as other ani¬
mals, and *he question arises whether a
cultivation of these parasites may not
be useful in mitigating the pest.

Experiments conducted by Italian
professors give hope that radium ..lay
be useful In the cure of hydrophobia.
So far experiments with cancer have
given little encouragement.

..

It is reported that white blackberries
grow rather plentifully in Le Flore Co..
Miss., and have been known to the peo¬
ple there for a number of years.

Deep-Sea Telephones.
A use to which the submarine tele¬

phone may be put in time of war will
be for communicating with submarine
torpedo boats, as well as for detecting
the presence of the latter class of ves¬
sels belonging to an enemy. For the
former purpose an Instrument called a
multiple sounder has been constructed.
This has an alphabetical keyboard re¬
sembling that of a typewriter, a pres¬
sure on a key causing a set of ham¬
mers to beat on a diaphragm the Morse
telegraph sign for each letter. Any
one who can operate a typewriter can
in this way send a submarine message.
? special apparatus somewhat like a
stock ticker would enable the message
to be picked up on a submarine boatand printed on a tape. In the same waya message could be sent from the sub¬marine boat and received at a shorestation or on the flagship of a fleet. A
more simple way of sending messageswould be by attaching a striking gongor bell to the side of a ship and tappingout a certain agreed upon code.

Work of the Patent Office.
For the week ended Feb. 20, 1906,

tlie Patent Office issued 592 patents, 19
designs, 141 trade-marks, 16 labels,
nine prints, six re-issues; making a
total of 783, of which 541 patents and
1»»2 trade-marks went to citizens of the
United States and 70 patents and four
trade-marks to citizens of foreign coun¬
tries.

Combination Tool.
Herman E. E. Molkenthin, Ooeur

d'Alene, Idaho, has patented a hammer-
like tool with a nail-driving head and

a nail-extracting claw on one side of
the handle and a nail-setting head and
an apertured head on the opposite side.

Wood-Veneered Metal.
Lemuel Coburn, Holyoke, Mass., has

patented a veneer of wood to metal
with a non-absorbing material for a

binding element. This material is a
non-absorbing paper which can be at¬
tached to both the wood and the metal.

THE HELICOPTERS.

Suntoa-Dnmont'* LitMt llrvlcf for Aerial

XavlgitlM.
Santos-Dumont, who stands at the

head of the aeronauts of the world, is
building: an entirely new machine to
compete and win the $10,000 prize for
machines "heavier than the air." He
calls this an hellcoptere. or "screw
flyer," He means by this the applica¬
tion of the screw principle in such a

way that the machine will lift Itself
from the ground and propel Itself
through the air. In his trial machines
he has succeeded in doing something
far beyond the achievements of any of
his predecessors. He has constructed
propellers of the diameter of six meters
(19.68 feet) with a weight of only nine
kilograms (19.84 pounds). These were
made entirely of silk and bamboo and
withstood a tractive strain of 90 kilo¬
grams (198.41 pounds) when driven by
a nine-horse-power motor. He, there¬
fore, assumes that the same propellers
when driven by an 18-horse-power
motor will support a weight of 180
kilograms (396.82 pounds). His new
machine will weigh only ^60 kilograms
(352% pounds) and will be driven by
a 24-horse-power motor weighing 35
kilograms (77.16 pounds). By means
of this he expects to gain a lifting pow¬
er of 180 kilograms (396 pounds), or

4 4 pounds more than the total weight
of machine and operator. The weight
of every detail has been carefully cal¬
culated and reduced to the minimum.
The operator will sit on an ordinary
bicycle saddle. The lifting propellers
are not driven by the motion of the
shaft, but by means of wires which
connect various points of their blades
to the bicycle wheels, which transmit
the power of the motor. The Scientific
American gives the following diagram
and description of the machine:

DIAGRAM OF SANTOS DUPONTS PROPOSED "HELICOPTERE."

Levee.
Frank V. Wright, San Francisco. Cal.,

has patented a method of building
levees by laying rows of willow bundles

at the desired distance apart and Ailing
in the interval with a material brought
up by a centrifugal pump.

ICE MOTOR.

A Kew Maehlae Which Premises Great
Thlajcs for the Development of Alaska.

Charles E. S. Burch, Minneapolis,
Minn., who has extensive mining prop¬
erties in Alaska, and who Is entirely
dissatisfied with the present means of
transportation by means of dog teams
and sleds, has devised an fee locomotive
of extremely novel design. If it does
what It now promises it will simply
revolutionize the means of transporta¬
tion in Alaska. At present the amount
that can be carried by means of dog
sleds is so limited that freight charges
run all the way from $100 to $1,000 a
ton. This is prohibitive for many arti¬
cles, and immensely enhances the cost
of the most necessary things. Mr.
Burch's machine, which he has been

As may be seen from the accompany¬
ing diagram, the helicoptere is formed
of a rectangular frame of bamboo,
which carries at its ends the vertical
shafts of the upper or lifting propellers,
IH H. In the middle of the frame is
a third vertical axis which, prolonged
downward, serves as a support for the
motor platform. A driving propeller,
P, is attached to the bow of the skele¬
ton craft, and a rudder, G, to the stern.
The total length of the apparatus is
12.5 meters (41 feet), the total height
six meters (18.68 feet).
The motor, M, drives (by bevel gears)

a vertical shaft carrying at its upper
end two small pulleys which transmit
the motion, by belts, to two bicycle
wheels, 1.20 meters (3.93 feet) in diam¬
eter, mounted horizontally on the shafts
of the lifting propellers. One of the
belts is straight, and the other is cross¬
ed, so that the two propellers rotate in
opposite directions. A bevel pinion,
which can be thrown in and out of
gear, permits the horizontal shaft of
the driving propeller to be started and
stopped at will. Finally, the whole ap¬
paratus is stiffened by shrouds of piano
wire so arranged as to resist deforma¬
tion stresses. A yard, attached at right
angles to the lower side of the frame
and fastened firmly by stays to the
other pieces, assures transverse sta¬
bility.
Other prominent aeronauts and man¬

ufacturers are very skeptical of Santos-
Dumont being able to secure the results
that he claims.

False teeth will not be in demand In
Germany If the free care of children's
teeth continues to grow in popularity.

ICE AITTOMOBIXiB.

testing during the Winter on. the ice of
Lake Calhoun, is confessedly rough and
imperfect, but even In that form It has
given much satisfaction. It Is 22 feet
long, weighs four and a half tons, has
engines of 42-horsepower, and is pro¬
pelled by steel screws 27 Inches in di¬
ameter. It was expected that it would
make a speed of nine miles an hour,
but on its trial trip It easily made 18
miles, and passed obstacles and rough
places with astonishing ease. The novel
features of the machine are the spiral
drive wheels, which resemble an auger
in their shape. The inventor is building
a new machine in Canada, to protect his
patent rights in that country, which
will have the spirals six feet in diame¬
ter, and, therefore, have Immensely
greater possibilities of speed arid power.
It is intended that it shall drag a train
of sleds. The steering is done by two
seml-clrcular steel disks at each end of
the body, which are weighted to get a
good grip on the ice. The bottom of
the body Is made water-tight, so that
in the event of breaking through the ice
it will tioat. The inventor Intends to
use alcohol boilers In Alaska, thus
avoiding the danger of freezing and
considerably reducing the size of the
boilers. The alcohol will be condensed
and used over and over again. Wood,
coal or oil may be burned under the
boilers.

ImMIUt Blue Iak.

The French scientific papers givethese directions for a blue ink that will
resist not only water and oil, but alco¬
hol, oxalic acid, alkalies, and chlorides.
It is prepared by means of four parts of
shellac, two parts of borax, two parts
gum arable, and sufficient Indigo to
give the desired color. The whole is
dissolved in 40 parts of pure water.
Commence by putting the shellac and
the borax In 36 parts only of the water
in a closed receptacle and boiling until
completely dissolved. Filter, and then
dissohre the gum arable in the re¬
mainder of the water. Mix the two
solutions and heat for flye minutes,stirring from time to time. Add theindigo after the liquid Is coot Whenthe preparation has settled for a few
hours, decant in order to separate theink from the sediment.
Wire fencing is now made In oon*tinuous rolls instead of hi sections, asheretofore. Galvanised wires at the In*

tersectlons, fed automatically fromreals, are welded by means of smalltransformers.

Strasburg started the movement in 1902
and Darmstadt, Muhihausen and other
citleM have followed ault. The third an¬
nual report from Strasburg says that
there were 12,691 visits to the clinic
last year, sad that the children are im¬
proving In the care they give their
teeth.

The largest grasshoppers ilre found
In South America, where some speci¬
mens reach a length of five Inches, with
a spread of wings of 10 Inches.

Heart Trouble
The heart itseir ban no power.ito self-control. It Is

marie to beat by a tender nerve bo Uny Chat it la
scarcely visible to I be naked »*ye. Yet ten thousand
timed a day this delicate nerve must assist tbe heart
to expand and contract.
This nerve U only one of the branches or the (rest

*>'inpathetic, or Ixsidk, nerve system. Kach branch
or this system i« so closely allied with the others that
weakness or irregularity at any point Is apt to spread.Heart trouble frequently arises from .stomach trouble
through sympathy, and Kidney trouble may al*o fol¬
low. For each or them organs Is operated by a brsneh
of these same sympathetic nervca.tbe ismimc
NKKVtS.
In Heart, Kidney or Stomach troubles, it ia of but

little oh to attempt to doctor the organ itself.tbe moat
permanent relief lies in restoring the Inmuk
Nkbvkh. Dr. shoop regards these nerves to be the
real cause of such troubles. The remedy.known byphysicians and druggists everywhere aa Dr. Shoo^aRestorative.is the result of years of endeavor alongthis very line. It does not dose the organ to deadenthe pain.but It aims to go at once to tbe nerve.the
inside nerve.the power nerve.r.ud builds U up, audstrengthens it and makes it well.
Kvery heart sufferer may have Dr. Shoop'» book on

Che Heart. It will be sent free, and with It you will
receive tho M Health Token," an Intended passport to
good beaith.

For the free book and
the '-Health Token" you
must address Dr. Hhoop,
Bos *531, Kacine, Wis.
Stats which book you
want.

Book I ou Dyspepsia
Book 2ou the Heart
Book 3 on the Kidneys
Book 4 for Women
iloofc 5 for Men
Book Son Rheumatism.

Dr. Stoop's Restorative Tablets.give fhll three
weeks treatment. Kara form- liquid or tablet.have
equal merit. Druggists everywhere.

fll It THE POSTMASTERS.
Need of the Protection of Civil Service.Justice to Faithful But

Poorly-Paid Public Servants.Some of the Humors of the Post
Office.

Br Ctpl HENRY A. CASTLE,
Former!? Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Department.

There Is an Increasing sentiment
throughout the country In favor of ex¬

tending some form of Civil Service
regulations to the 62,500 Postmasters
of fourth-class offices.

This sentiment has been greatly en¬
couraged by the recent action of the
President in ordering that they shall
be removed only for good cause shown.
Heretofore the office of rural Postmas¬
ter has been as much the personal per-jqulslte of the Congressman in political
accord with the Administration as is his
mileage or allowance for stationery.
Whenever the Solon's political fortunes
have demanded a change he had but to
recommend it, and his advice was tan¬
tamount to an order; but under the new
departure the incumbent is protected
by the "merit" rule, and is no longer
subject to removal on the "advice" of
the Congressman, though his "advice'
is as potential as in the elder days of
"spoils" where there is a vacancy due
to death, resignation or removal*
Thus one feature of genuine Civil

Service reform has, at least during the
term of the present Administration,
been extended to these officials. It is,
however, merely a Departmental regu¬
lation, which may at any time be re¬
voked. It could and should be made
more permanent and binding, by in¬
cluding its provisions among the fixed
rules of the Civil Service Commission.

Moreover, another step should be
taken. A simple but sufficient scheme
»/f examination should be devised to
demonstrate the qualifications of the
candidate to properly perform the nec¬
essary clerical duties of the office, and
no Postmaster should be appointed who
failed to creditably pass this examina¬
tion. The proportion of Ignorant offi¬
cials is not large, but it is too large forj
the convenience of the Department or
the patrons.

Ignorance is the twin sister of care¬
lessness, the mother of curiosity and
the grandmother of self-importance,
These four defects constitute the chief
elements of the inefficiency now occa¬
sionally seen. -

Unique Production*.

An illiterate Postmaster, who as¬
sumed that the Department should pro¬
tect him from insanitary surroundings
wrote to the Postmaster-General: "It
Is neer time that your expecter Looks
up der nooshans in roots Adishun. Laws
Said that Nomanure shood bee put in
dc Alleway dem folks hav pigs in de
barne and a Pil of Manure in de Alle¬
way, rite bak of Nickell's barne, it
Schmel Ilk a slacter Hose." !

"Vesty," a story of life on the sea-
coast of New England, has this episode
in a village post office. The mail car¬
rier had Just brought in his post bag
and the Postmistress had opened it:
"Look al this, Will Hunson!" said

she; "look a' this, will ye? A whole
pot o' strawberry Jam soaked right
plumb inter the middle o' the United
States Governmunt!"

It was only too true. The pile of let¬
ters and papers which she had emptied
onto the Moulding table were red and
glowing as the "Summer rose.

Will hung hfs dismayed head.
"Be them Tactions, or ain't they?"

coldly demanded Lunette, the Postmis¬
tress, pointing to the awful pile.

"I didn't mean to," said Will.
"There's got to be something done!"

cried Lunette. "Folk's got to learn 't
the United States Governmunt Is a aw¬
ful an' a solemn an' a turrlble thing.
What ef It sh'd be told we hadn't no
more respec' for her down here to the
Basin's to soak her through with straw¬
berry Jam ,an' ijjolarsses! These here
ructions have been a-goin' on too long.
I'm a-goin' to fill out a blank an' send
it to Washington!"

Lively apprehension, none the less
poignant for being vague, sat on a very
pale brow.

"Here," continued Lunette, "'s Ma¬
jor's business letters, looks as though
they'd been a-settln* In the dentist's
chair, havin' all the old stumps extract¬
ed for a whole set of uppers and un-
ders!"
The comparison, though tragic, was

not inapt.
"Here".blind terror yielded to curi¬

osity on many features."here is Jen¬
nie Cossey's letter from her beau, down
to New London, with a cardboard da-
garrler In It. Yes," said Lunette, I
manipulating the envelope curiously and
holding it to the light; "I knew 't the
next thing he'd be sendin' his pictur!
How'd you feel. Will Hunson, ef you
was stan'ln* In his shoes an' had gone
an' combed yer hair 'tell yer arm
ached, an' stuck the end o* yer hand-
kercher outer yer pocket, an' had yer
pictur' took, an' then sot down an'
wrote a lot o' sweetness to wrop around
It.an' when she took It out have It
look like Injuns a-yellin' on the war¬
path!"

"Say, Lunette," said honest Will, his
handsome face redder than any of the
lively Imageries she had called up tojterrorize his conscience; "I got that
front hair fascinator ye wanted, an' I
sold the spruce gum for two dollars for
ye. Look a' -here!"

"Will Hunson, don't ye ride no more
strawberry Jam an' molarsses down here?
in the middle o* the United States Gov¬
ernmunt ag'in, will ye?" said the Post-1
mistress, determined to fall gently.
But It appeared then that no blank

was to be filled out and sent to Wash-Jington.
Hadn't Ills Huic Filled Vet.

A new Postmaster in the South
thought he knew his business. For sev¬
eral days after he took charge of the
office there was no mail sent out from
that point. This was reported to the
Superintendent of the Railway Mall
Service, who'telegraphed the delinquent
Postmaster, and was very much sur¬
prised to receive a reply, also by tele¬
graph, saying, "I ain't got one sack
near full yet."
A Frenchman has Invented a phono¬

graph postal card. A thin wax sheet
the size of a postal card is put Into the
machine, and the sender speaks his
message IntoU* The wax sheet is then
attached to the postal card and mailed.
The recipient .-detaches it, places It fn
his own ph<»n<waph. and, paradoxically
speaking, receives a recorded message
orally. This jatfieme will certainly en¬
tail a hardfhi® .upon those Postmasters
who read their'patrons' postal cards.

Settling Accounts.
The difficulty of getting postal ac¬

counts finally settled Is one of the hor¬
rors of the service. An ex-Postmaster
In Oregon,'dMri Haffenden, was short
one cent, $nd two bondsmen were
notified to (remit at once or suit would
be commenced"- The ex-Postmaster was
also noting, a/id three bulky docu¬
ments wer$. rffllUrcd for the portentous
transaction*,j The ex-P. M. hustled
around lively, .until he got a cent and
forwarded .'<lt,,., Now the Incident Is
closed.
A farmer had a son "away at school."

The son had the postal card habit. He
wrote even the little things of the most
private nature on postals. His father
went to the post office for his mail. The
postal that the assistant, who was the
daughter of the Postmaster, had seen
could not be found. She searched in
every nook and corner, but finally gave
up the search in despair, and said:
"Well, well, where could I have put that
card? But perhaps I had better tell
you that John said he needed a new suit
of clothes."
Sometimes the aggrieved official re¬

sents insinuations and seeks revenge.For example:
Bill Axletree: "I can't understand

why there ain't any mail for . me. I
never done anything to you."
Rural Postmaster: "You hain't, hey?Didn't you mail a postal card,last week

saying you bet I'd read every word on
it?"

A Woiild-Be IfumorlM.
A man who evidently had heard that

Frilly Nye made a National reputation
by a remarkable letter he wrote in re¬
signing from the Government service,
sent a giddy screed to the Postmaster-
General. This fellow-citizen had ac¬
cepted the Postmastership of a small
office In New York State for his
"health," he said. Having a thirst that
would make the Sahara Desert look
like the Dismal Swamp, he wrote as
follows:
"To Henry C. Payne, Postmaster-Gen¬

eral of tho United States,
"Politician of the Inner Circle, Mas¬

ter Mind of the Thlnkerees and citizen
of that glorious town of Milwaukee,'
where the golden product of malt and
hops flows in a never-ceasing stream:
"You have the honor of being the em¬

ployer of a man who has the most re¬
markable thirst ever seen on Broad¬
way, Pennsylvania avenue, or elsewhere
in this great country. If I betray cos¬
mopolitanism, pray forgive me, for I
was not always thus, the Postmaster of
a God-forsaken town in a State prop¬
erly called the Empire. But forget not
ithe thirst, for I can't, and it is because
of this remarkable and wonderful nat¬
ural phenomena that I write to you.
"You must know some wealthy brew¬

er in that city of steins who is willing
to advertise his wares.who is willing
to assuage a thirst that has grown to
the proportions of a drought. If you
will exercise your kindness and conde¬
scension and tell your brewer friend of
this humble employe of the Post Office
Department, this man with tho wonder¬
ful thirst and the lack of gratifying it,
I am sure he will spare a barrel from
his bountiful store for the good of hu¬
manity in general and myself in par¬
ticular. Do not take offense at my
high-flown expressions. They are oc¬
casioned by admiration for you per¬
sonally and for the city of your birth¬
place as well. A merry Christmas and
a happy New Year, and the love and
affection of one of the humblest and
most thirsty of your employes."
The gay and festive nature of the let¬

ter caused a notice to be sent to the
windy scribe telling him to refrain from
facetiousness in the future.
An official in the far Southwest wrote

to the same Postmaster-General, in¬
forming him that he had named a son
after him, and exploiting, in mock he¬
roics, the style of present he expected
on that momentous occasion. Instead
of a present he received a well-merited
reprimand.

A Successful Letter.
There are, however, in official as in

private life, various kinds of humor.
Not all are of the insolently familiar
and personal variety. A Colorado Post¬
master having applied repeatedly for
increased help, in vain, sent in this ir¬
resistible appeal: "The citizens of this
neglected but necessary region are
painfully aware that the people of our
eastern waterfront are created superior,
self-endowed with certain riparian
rights, among which are universal
knowledge, infallible wisdom and inher¬
ited supremacy. But they deny that the
Constitution can only be properly ex¬
pounded and the mandates of destiny
and duty correctly interpreted by a co¬
terie of Latin experts with acute indi¬
gestion, who boast a culture that can
respond in church and eat flsh with the
right fork. The Government Is not ex¬
clusively for the benefit of the curled
darlings of swelldom, educated beyond
the limits of their intellect, and
ashamed of the country where they
condescended to be born. And, there¬
fore, when we see that the intellectual
giants of Canal street, New York City,
get eight mail deliveries a day and
want 10, whereupon the Postmaster
who has 1,600 letter carriers calls for
200 more.why, then, our people of
Cactus Fork, who have three carriers
and two deliveries, feel warranted in
again demanding one more carrier for
the outskirts, where there is no deliv¬
ery. And we must have him!" The re¬
port is that they got him.
A Postmaster, who is (like many)

also an editor, says: "It is no exag¬
geration to say that during the four
years I was in office I received one or
more letters inquiring about every busi¬
ness man and woman in the place, and
a great many asking about people never
heard of in the history of the com¬
munity. A letter from a fellow in
northern Illinois wanted a sample of
'the leading local paper,' which I had
no difficulty in determining, by sending
him a copy of my own; but in less than
a week I had another from the same
fellow asking the Postmaster as to the
general reputation for truth and veraci¬
ty of the editor of that paper. I wrote
him upon a sort of a combination let¬
ter head, having Editor on one corner
and Postmaster on the other, that what¬
ever the editor of the Kimmundy Ex¬
press said the Kimmundy Postmaster
would swear to if necessary; but that

put a very abrupt end to our corre-j
spondence."

The Poatmaater'n Mortal Poalllaa.
The Postmaster In the small town or

village enjoys a social position that is
more honored than the position of the
Government official in the city. The
"Villa*© Postmaster has become a hero
in dramatic art. while the city Post¬
master pays his good money to see the
character portrayed. It is true that to
the small community the post office is
a common meeting place, and oppor¬
tunity is there Riven for discussion* and
exchangee of opinion that help to influ¬
ence the life of the community. This
Is not the case in the larger offices
where free delivery prevails, and the
Postmaster there has not the chance of
making his influence felt in the neigh¬
borhood that his village colleague has.
A petition from Texas to the Post

Office Department last Winter, which
was signed by 20 of the leading citi¬
zens, complained that owing to a feud
between the Postmaster and his only
assistant, a mall carrier, who trans¬
ports the mail to the post office from
the railroad station. 10 miles away, they
had not received any mail for the last
10 days. The writer asserted that the
relations between the Postmaster and
his assistant had never been very cor¬
dial, but that recently they had a fight.
In which the Postmaster was worsted.
Since that time both the Postmaster
and the mail carrier were prepared to
shoot on sight.
The mail carrier got the mall every

day at the railroad, but could not get
near enough to the post office to deliver
it. He could not open the mail bags,
because the Postmaster had the key and
would not give it up. and the mail car¬
rier would not consent to the leading
citizens rifling the bags.
- The petition closed with the state¬
ment that the business of the town was
suspended, and that the citizens sat
around watching the Postmaster and
his assistant take an occ;u»ional shot at
one another.

Reports Under Difficulties.

Popular opinion is disposed to look
upon the Government official as run¬
ning always in ruts, the slave of rou¬
tine and insanely wedded to the wor¬
ship of technicalities. But even routine
has its terrors. The complicated re¬
ports required of the head of a small
post office are a perennial tribulation.
Many officials, being encumbered with
their merchandise affairs during busi¬
ness hours, seek the seclusion of the
domestic fireside in the evening for
making their reports. One of them
says: "He goes home at night, worn
out with the ceaseless struggle to do his
business rivals as they would do him,
and with the thought of the hated re¬
ports hanging over him like a dark
cloud. He surrounds himself with
books, blanks, a syphon and a quart of
the fount of inspiration. His family
gathers around him and plays on piano¬
las, phonographs, conversation and oth¬
er wind instruments; his wife relates
her day's adventures with the cook, his
youngest son seeks information concern¬
ing cube root and kindred horrors, the
baby indulges in cholera infantum in
the adjoining apartment, and in the
midst of this beautiful domestic scene
the Postmaster composes his mind for
the compilation and tabulation of a
mass of figures relating to stamps,
wrappers, money orders, rent, fuel and
cancellations that would drive a Wall
Street bank teller into hysterics. But
out of this miscellaneous medley must
come a well-balanced account that will
ass the Auditor's scrutiny, or your
umble servant will lose his job."
Some of the asperities of official tem¬

per occasionally displayed by Postmas¬
ters are undoubtedly attributable to the
unreasonableness and insolence of many-
patrons, who assume that "public ser¬
vants" may be treated as inferiors and
abused or imposed on at pleasure. They
haye all kinds of people to deal with.

iMtractloM for Patron*.
A Postmaster advises that persons

wishing their letters to go through the
mails in a hurry should always write
"in haste" on the lower left-hand cor¬
ner of the envelope. Then everybody
connected with the service will jump
around lively. The mail sack contain-
ing it is delivered to the route clerk on
the run. The route clerk rushes ahead
and notifies the engineer to pull the
throttle wide open and the rural car¬
rier whips his horse into a swift gallop,
all in order that the instructions may
bo obeyed. Nit!
Another Postmaster, made Irritable

by the unending monotony of unreason¬
able requests and complaints, formu¬
lated the following schedule of Instruc¬
tions to Patrons of his office:

"1st. Ask if there is any mail for me,
we or us, because the Postmaster should
know you whether he ever saw you be¬
fore or not.

"2d. Be sure to ask, 'Is this all?'
when the Postmaster gives you your
mail; it shows your sense, and sounds
musical.

"3d. Remember that when you expect
a letter it must be there, so if you do
not get it make some slighting remark,
as it will help produce the letter at
once.

"4th. As you are the only poverty-
stricken patron of your office, let the
Postmaster furnish you envelopes and
paper free.

"5th. When you mail a letter, tell
the Postmaster when to send It off.

"6th. If the paper you subscribe for

Free
Catarrh
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Catarrh I* not only dangerous hut it
causes bad breath, ulceration, death and
decay of bones, loss of thinking and rea¬
soning powfr, kills ambition and energy,
often causes loss of appetite, indiges¬
tion, dyspepsia, raw throat .and reaches
to general debility, idiocy and insanity.
It needs attention at once. Cure it with
Gauss* Catarrh Cure. It is a quick, radi¬
cal, permanent cure, because it rids the
s>?tem of the poison germs that cause
catarrh.

In order to prove to all who are suf¬
fering from this dangerous and loath¬
some disease that Gauss' Catarrh Cure
will actually cure any case of catarrh
quickly no matter how long standing or
how bad, I will send a trial package bymail free of all cost. Send us your name
and address to-day and the treatment
will be sent you by return mail. Try It!
It will positively cure so that you will
be welcomed instead of shunned by yourfriends. C. E. GACSS, .273 Main St..
Marshall, Mich. Fill out coupon below.

FREE
This coupon t« good for one trial package of

(.anss' Combined ( atarrh Cure, mailed free in
plain package. Simply fill in your name and
add ren^ on doited linen below and mail to

C. E. VAIM. «S?a Mala Street,
Marshall, Ifleh.

does not show up at once, jump on the
Postmaster.

"7th. When you fall to get any mail
always be sure to say, "Well, It ought
to be here."

"8th. When mailing letters that
haven't been stamped, just hand the
Postmaster the pay and letters, and ask
him to stick 'em on for you.

"In short, be as much of a nuisance
as possible, as it insures you to be met
with a smile and a cheerful word."

(To be continued.)

Make tore a yield of quantity and
quality. When your father
¦erry*,
market, bat£T7h£ the

ather plan
» b*a on

ted
the

have hern improv¬
ing ever since. We are expert* In
flower and vegetable beauilftUIy P..^^¦Heed Aaaaal.
traxed, free to all appnaaau.|
0. FERRY A CO.* Detroit.

PATENTS Secured through m adrer
Used FIRE lot hie paper.
No Patent, no fee.

Send for Illustrated Hand
book. Flic.

MILO B.STEVENS A. CO., Attye.,
899 Fourteenth St. Wasfcinften, 0. C.

Bsaxchea atft'lerriaai,bramheb AItoh»a. aad Detrelt, Mteh.

R.W.Shoppell,
Pension Attorney,

WASHINGTON, - D. C.

¦$200i00|
IN CASH PRIZES FREE
Other Prizes are Given for Sending us Subscriptions; but THIS $200.001
IN 0A8HPRIZES WILL BE AWARDED ON APRIL I69 ABSOLUTELY!

^FREE to the persons sending us the neatest correct solutions* : 11
Arrange the 48 letter* printed In the centre groups into the names of tlx

ettlee of the United States. Can you do it? Large c.VSU PHIZES, as listed
below, to tnoee who send in the neatest

eolation*, will be given away on April ¦«, riret Prime, U0.00
la ttold. Second Prise, 09S.OO In Sold. TkM Prlae, SIS.00

«oId. Pourth Prim. HO.M la Ctold. Vive Prlaea of SS.OO
eaek. Tea Prlaea eaek. Fifty Prlaea of 01.OO eaek.
Making a fetal of Two Haadred Bollara la Prlaea. Don't send
us ASTY.M05EY when you answer thia advertisement ae there is absolute¬
ly no condition to secuie any one of these prizes. HULKS 4iOVKK.Vf.ve
THK CO.VTK8T.-In preparing the names of the six cities, the letters in
each group can only be used as many times aa they appear, aud no letter
eaa be used that does not appear. After you have found the ax correct
names yon will have used every letter in the 49 exactlym many times as it
appears. These prizes ARK CMYKS', as we wish to have onrMagazine
Drought prominently to the attention of

» living in the United States. Our
Magazine is carefnlly edited and filledI
with the choicest literary matter that tbe
oest authors produce. TMY AMD %VIV.
If you make out tbe six names, send tbe
solutions at onoe-who knows but what
you will WIN A LA HUE PKIZK? Anyway,
we do not want you to send any moneywith your letter, and a contest like this is
very Interesting. Our Blagazine is a fine,
large paper, filled with fascinating storiee
of love and adventure, and now baa a circa-
latlon of 400,000 copies each issue. will
send PRBIt a copy of tbe latest issue of
oar Magazine, to erwy one who answers this
adrertiseinent. OOMNK.K'K RlliUT
AWAY ON THIS CO.VTR8T and yonwill And it a very ingenious mix-up at
letters, which can ne straightened out to
spell the names of six well-known cities ef
the United States. Send In the names right
away. As soon as the contest closes you will
be notified if you have won a prize. This
and other most liberal offers are made to
introduce one of the very best New
magazines into every home in the
Unital States. WR DO NOT W
ONE CENT OT YOUB MONEY.
yon have made out tbe names of these
write them neatly and plainly and send
to us, and you will hear from us promptlyB* RETURN MAIL. A eopyof our
atlng MAGAZINE WILL BE SENT
to everyone answering this advertisement.
IK) not delay. HhikI m your amwcr imme»

wi» the prizes. WEINTEND TO OIVE AWAY VAST SUMS OF MONKY in the future, tust
^3f Jo advertise our CHARUlNGMAKAZkNE.fiL.si can get to offer LARUE PRIZES.

p mrS . u ofj* £?£ Peoplewe hare recently awardedv*h^2,.H. A. Parmelee, Millfonl,Neb., Ml; Kate E. Dunlan, 188 N. Hill street. Los Aneeles. CaL. Sti: Mrs.m'i^p M" <5, Chrlstenton, Gregg, Minn., .*>;rtiP'o" uAiXS %» SSI I-aadeniale street. Mmptiia, Tenn., IM: Mrs. Har-ti.1 siS^ i Ij£en&Pci* »twt' Pensaceta. Fla.. f<0; j, C. Henry,Henry Perry^Central Istlp. L. U tf. Y., f»:»«°'*.S?5'«®*rtJn ". Murray, 1*2 S. CentralAvenue, Austin, Chicago, 111.. $26; Mrs. f¦ D. Pufleubemer. MO WestForty-fifth Street, New Yoit City, fc. Y^ fSfc ,

THIS IS THE POZZLE
OCAOHCI

We could go on and point to hundreds of names ei people
who have gained^ large sums of money from our contests,
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AND 8PELL OUT THESE CITIES. Brains and enetgy nowadays
are winning many golden prizes. Study it very carefnlly and let us
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cheerfully give tbe money away. YOU MAY WIN. Wedo not carewho
gets the money. TO PLEASE OUR READERS IS OUR DELIGHT. The
question is. Can you get the correct solution T If you can do so, write the

names of the cities and yonr fnU address
plainly in a letter and mad it to us. and
you will bear from us promptly by
return mail. Lazy and foolish people
neglect ttiess grand free offers and
then wonder and complain about their
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several timee before giving up the idea ot solving the puzzle. Many peoplewrite us kind and grateful letters, profusely thanking us for onr
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many persons who needed the money. If you nsed money yoa will gtvs
attention to thia special offer this very minute. If you solve it, write as
immediately.
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